Annie Varner
Louise Bown
English 2010
26 April 2016
Reflection Letter for Final Portfolio
I would have to say that initially I was intimidated to register for this English 2010 course. I have not taken an English class in over ten years and in my field of study we focus on APA format opposed to MLA format. Even after reading the syllabi, I did not really know what to expect from this course and I was honestly resistant towards the idea of having group writing assignments.  Because of these deep seated feelings, I had a negative attitude regarding the group selection of an issue of concern. Prior to taking this course, I had a hard time accepting constructive criticism from peers and I felt that participating in a group assignment would put my work right out there to be judged. It came as a challenge to me because I felt that writing is an art and has individual expression. I like the way that I word my writing and put it together, regardless of how others perceive it. For me, it felt as though I would weigh the options of taking the constructive criticism and altering my work, or accepting my work the way it is; as I felt that this was the most effective way to get my message across. 
Despite the uncertainty that I came into this course with, I am pleased to say that I have found revision, peer review, and mastering the writing process to actually be a very enjoyable experience. In this reflection letter, I will explore my journey of mastering my writing process and incorporating new thought processes and revision as a writer. 
Evolving As a Writer
When our group first connected and attempted to choose an issue of concern, there was a lot of confusion and uncertainty. “Heroes” was offered as a suggestion early on, but overall the group members were not really aware of what to do with this topic. I personally felt that Heroes was not a broad enough subject and that using this topic would limit our subcategories.  Despite my original resistance, I began to take into account my group members passion for this area of concern. I understood how Police officers have become the center of negative attention and I felt that I could develop my own passionate subcategory to stem from it. This is where I came up with the subcategory of: Racism and Police Brutality. I made this selection mainly because I have had recent personal experiences that could relate to my subcategory. These experiences that I have had, would bring out my own personal passion in my writing process throughout the rest of the semester. This is the foundation of why I decided to write a memoir opposed to a commentary. I wanted to write about my personal experience with racism. For the final assignment, I chose to do a brochure on giving our police recognition and respect as I felt that it would emphasize what is the key component of all the negative police attention, negative thinking resulting in lack of respect. 
After having the opportunity to interact with my peers, I began to realize the value of peer review. I found that having another set of eyes and a different perspective can really add to the overall quality of my writing.  For example, in my argument paper, a peer made a suggestion to add visual aids. I feel that this was a major area of improvement where I have been able to reach my audience on an emotional level. Another suggestion was to provide proof of statistics or claims inside my writing. With this feedback, I modified my wording so that it was more factual with evidence backing it up.  One of the things that I appreciated most about peer review is that in most cases the individual giving the peer review would recognize and point out strengths in the piece of writing. This not only made revision fun, but also added a sense of accomplishment and progress towards completing my masterpiece. 
For my memoir, I had the privilege of going to the writing center and receiving a peer review from an employee. I am happy to say that it was a very enjoyable experience. The peer review was done with a lot of thought and she made sure to emphasize parts of the memoir that she really liked as well as gave some good pointers and suggestions of how to improve my writing assignment. One thing that she really liked about my memoir was how descriptive it was. She especially likes the sentence where I described the AC as blowing refreshing cool air and how it caressed my face as we drove. It was especially helpful when she pointed out to me that mid story I had lost a lot of description in my paper.  She clarified what areas were a little blurry or repetitive and which areas could use a little more clarification. Overall, I feel that she made a substantial contribution towards my final draft. 
I enjoyed doing peer reviews for other students. I utilized peer review to help myself establish a good understanding of the writing assignment that I was working on. By the time I completed the peer reviews, I had a good understanding of how I should write my own assignment as well as mental notes taken to add to my own writing. I feel that as a peer reviewer, I took the time to really analyze my peers work. I would try to make an equal balance between constructive criticism and positive encouragement in order to connect with the reader without making them feel attacked.
An example of a peer review suggestion that I gave to another student was regarding the strength of their argument in our first major writing assignment. I first explained to the writer what he did well, which was showing the two sides of the argument. I then explained how I felt as the audience reading this argument. In this case, I felt as though he was sitting on the fence. I then made a suggestion to reformat his argument by fully stating his argument in the first paragraph, doing a counter argument in the second paragraph, and finally acknowledge and argue the counter argument in the last paragraph to strengthen his overall argument.  I also suggested to modify a sentence which I felt made an overall assumption without factual proof or evidence. When making this recommendation, I explained to my peer that I perceived this sentence to be a personal opinion which took away from the credibility of the paper.  
For the brochure peer review, I found myself making similar suggestions to peers regarding their writing. This included emphasizing their brochure with visual aids to draw the audience in as well as working towards a good text/visual balance. One last area that I suggested was to use credible facts and evidence to convince the reader and make their work credible.  I truly feel that doing peer reviews has been an excellent way for me to develop my own writing abilities. I utilized peer review as a tool to develop my content as well as creating awareness of where I could improve my content before composing my final draft of my writing assignments. 
Another aspect that I found to be very useful throughout developing my skills in the writing process was the use of invention work. Brain storming, listing ideas, and summarizing what to put in specific topics of my paper, helped me tremendously to map out how to effectively communicate my point. For example, when writing my argument paper I found it helpful to list the paragraphs as Intro, Argue, Counter, Argue to Counter, Conclusion. I would then look at examples in the book and online to help me to develop strategies of argumentation.  Another area that I have developed in is making my work credible. During peer reviews, I especially found I would trust my peers to be reputable sources of information if they had evidence and support backing up their claims. I feel as though I am more critical and analytical when looking for reputable resources since becoming more aware of what makes a resource legitimate. For example, utilizing a website that is biased or continually updated such as Huffington Post, Wikipedia, Blogs, and news reports do not provide solid evidence. One of the most important parts of the writing process that I have developed in is learning to write to various audiences and with a multitude of genres. It always helped me to visualize who my audience was, whether it be a room of critics, my peers, or a panel of instructors. I would then list a set of descriptive words to help guide me in my genre and keep me from swaying from my original  tone. 
Overall, I believe that taking this English course has provided me with insight on how to be a proficient writer in my college career and future assignments.  Furthermore, I plan to use the writing process strategically as I set out on personal initiative and goals that I have planned for my future, including environmental sustainability and promoting preventative health measures in society. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For my portfolio, I chose to spot light two of my three major writing assignments: My brochure and My Memoir. My reason for selecting these two assignments is because I feel that they are a true reflection of who I am as a writer. I like to connect with my readers on an emotional level by writing with inspiration and hope. At the same time, I like to present myself as human so that my audience can relate to me. This is emphasized in my memoir as I express a multitude of emotions before having an revelation at the end that showed a new found understanding. I feel that I have the ability to write in a way that sparks the imagination of my audience and relates to them. I show this in the deeply descriptive writing of my memoir.  I believe that the best way to develop a trusting rapport with the audience is by giving them credible evidence and I feel that I was able to do that in both of these writing assignments. I also feel that with my brochure, I optimized the use of visual aids to enhance my writing. Overall, I am pleased with my assignments and the revision that has made them nothing less than a masterpiece. 
 

